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Times and Seasons. 

Seasons are so important in nature also we as God’s humanity have various seasons in 

our life and everyone’s season no matter how similar will not be exactly the same. We 

have intense heat and sun some enjoyed it some felt it was unbearable. With the rain 

some remarked “what a horrible day” but the plants and trees and the land and 

agricultural production need the rain. With so much heat rain comes refreshing us. 

Sometimes seasons in human life can be described metaphorically as our weather; trials 

of life can be intense at times but afterwards comes a refreshing joy in the family or 

among friends or neighbours that can uplift us. 

Whatever the season may be in our life or fellowship endurance can be very helpful, 

with trials and temptations James 1 . 12 states “Happy are those who remain faithful 

under trials, because when they succeed in passing such a test, they will receive as their 

reward the life which God has promised to those who love him. 

As seasons refresh us even though at the moment, they can be difficult after 

overcoming them they can strengthen us. We can be grateful for seasons in our daily 

experiences as well as in nature. 

In this new month so many will return to a new class, new year, work or embark on a 

lifelong ambition, some will be at home quietly resting and facing daily trials we 

encourage everyone and pray for all those children and young people in their 

endeavours that the Lord will protect and sustain them. 

May the good Lord continue to bless our elderly members who struggle daily and those 

who are housebound. We also remember our loved ones who have moved close to 

family that the Lord will uphold them in transition. 

Those with health challenges we pray for God’s divine impartation as well as the love of 

which upholds us in times of difficulty. 

Those who have recently been bereaved we pray that they will feel the comfort of the 

Holy Spirit and know that they did the very best for such precious souls. 

Loving God uphold Richard and his family at this crucial time. Amen. 
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During my break l pray that the fellowship will be united, and all will truly feel the love 

of God. Remembering that we are all one in Christ and unity is strength while division 

causes offence. 

May the joy of the Lord be our strength and resolve. 

The transformation of the floor is so beautiful we thank and appreciate all those who 

were involved for applying for the grant to getting a very good deal and for all those 

who laid the flooring. 

We also thank all those who cleaned and put all things back in place a great task done 

quickly and efficiently, and all the house clean that took place. 

Blessing and strength to all unfortunately due to D P, l am careful in mentioning names, 

but you all know what great work you have done. Special appreciation to the young 

people who got to the Church at 7.30am on Thursday to help with assistance. God bless 

you so much. 

We will relook at how names are listed in the public domain due to the sensitivity and 

changes within society which affects us all in many ways. 

At this point l wish all friends and members a blessed quarter and pray that all will be 

well and whatever season or trial we confront the almighty God will shine his light at the 

end of the tunnel. 

To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3 v 1, in order to read further verses 2 – 8 deliberates more on these times. 

Please feel free to study further on a time to be born, and a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up and a time to pluck up what is planted. 

I pray that we will all sow good seeds and reap a bountiful harvest of love. 

We will reap what we sow, therefore let us sow seeds which will endure till eternity so 

the Lord can say well done my good and faithful child. 

Those who have received good news congratulations, and may your heart desires be 

granted. 

Blessing 

N.B.   (Nancy Babarinde) 
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revnburc@minister.com 

Dear All, 

In the light of some observations l have created a new email even though the old one is 

functioning to some extent. 

I am also avoiding full names from this time on and hopefully that can be reflected on all 

correspondence especially websites and notice boards. 

Blessing 

N. B. 

 

News from the Elders 

Church Floor: It was very good news to hear that our grant application had 

been approved and that the work could be confirmed to take place in August. It 

was completed in three days. Many thanks to all who helped raise money for 

the floor fund, and all in the team who helped to clear the church in 

preparation and put it back again afterwards! 

The Hertfordshire Adult and Family Learning Service (HAFLS) will continue to 

use our Annexe 3 days a week for more study courses aimed at 16+yrs students. 

Our secretarial team is still in a learning phase but working well supporting 

each other. 

In July we said goodbye to 2 long standing groups attached to the church. The 

Rainbows, the youngest Girlguiding age group, has had to close due to lack of 

leaders. They opened in 1990, the first Rainbow unit in the town. Hopefully 

one day they might be able to start again. 

Our Thursday Club closed its doors for the last time too, after 40 years of 

chatting parents and laughing toddlers the Annexe will seem strangely quiet on 

a Thursday morning! Many thanks to all those in the church who have given 

time and energy to the club over many years. The last remaining members 

made a presentation to Bev and enjoyed a party on the last Thursday morning – 

it was a very happy (but tinged with sadness) occasion.  

 

mailto:revnburc@minister.com
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Isaiah 40:28-31 New Living Translation (NLT) 

“28 Have you never heard? 

    Have you never understood? 

The Lord is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of all the earth. 

He never grows weak or weary. 

    No one can measure the depths of his understanding. 

29 He gives power to the weak 

    and strength to the powerless. 

30 Even youths will become weak and tired, 

    and young men will fall in exhaustion. 

31 But those who trust in the Lord will find new strength. 

    They will soar high on wings like eagles. 

They will run and not grow weary. 

    They will walk and not faint.” 

God not only gives life but also gives strength, love protection and freedom. He 

provides all things we need to live in victory in this life. As we face difficult 

circumstances, it’s easy to get consumed with the daily battle that we lose a sense of 

God’s strength working in and through us. 

God is the one who gives us strength to carry on. He gives strength to the powerless, 

power to the weak, and rest to those who are exhausted. Putting on the full armour of 

god makes us strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. He alone can win the 

battle on our behalf; He alone can give us strength. We need to operate from the 

strength that comes from heaven, not strength we can muster up throughout our own 

willpower. 

Hope in God will give you the strength God not only gives life but also gives strength, 

love protection and freedom. He provides all things we need to live in victory in this 

life.  

Kathryn Carter  
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Pulpit plan September-November 2019 

September 1st  

 
Holy communion 
Rev Nancy Babarinde   

September 8th  Kathryn Carter  
 

September15th Harvest  
Archdeacon Rev   Jan McKenzie  

September 22nd  Adrian Whallie  
Christian Aid 

September 29th Samantha Carter 
joint with trinity  

October 6th  Holy Communion 
Kathryn Carter    

October 13th TBC 
 

October 20th  TBC 
 

October 27th  
 

Kate Dickenson    

November 3rd  Holy Communion 
Marilyn Dodds  

November 10th  Rev Norman Plumb 
 

November 17th  Adrian Whallie  
 

November 24th  
 

 Kath Harris  

December 1st  Holy Communion  
Rev Nancy Babarinde   
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Date 

Bible reader  

 

Duty Elders Communion 
Elders  

September 1st  
 

Val Kathryn 
Margaret  

Margaret 
Sam   

September 8th  Barry  
 

Sam  
Sonia  

 

September 15th  Marilyn  
 

Val  
Kathryn  

 

September 22rd  Sam  
 

Margaret 
Sam  

 

September 29th     Kathryn  Sonia /Val   
October 6th    Bernard  

Aileen  
Sam  

Margaret  
Sonia  
Sam 

October 13th  Val  
 

Kathryn  
Sonia  

 

October 20th  
 

Barry  Val 
Sam  

 

October 27th    Marilyn 
 

Margaret  
Sonia  

 

November 3rd  Sam  
 

Sonia  
Val  

Kathryn  
Margaret  

November 10th Kathryn  Kathryn  
Sonia  

 

November 17th  Bernard  
Aileen  

Margaret  
Sam  

 

November 24th  Val  Val  
Kathryn  

 

December 1st   Barry  Margaret  
Sam  

Val  
Sonia  
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Dates for the Diary 

 

Sunday September 15th  Harvest Festival & Parade Service  

Saturday September 21st  Coffee Morning 

Saturday October 19th  Coffee Morning 

Saturday November 16th  Coffee Morning 

Sunday December 15th  Candlelight Carol Service 

Saturday December 21st  Coffee Morning 

Christmas Day Service  9:30am at Letchworth / 10:45am at Stevenage 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Stevenage Prayer Group 
This is a joint church prayer group that meets to pray for all aspects of 
Stevenage life, for His Kingdom to come as it is in heaven. They meet at Grace 
Community Church on a Thursday evening, once a month. Anyone who wants to 
pray for Stevenage is welcome! For more details please contact Roger Norman 
at rogern2007@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Compassionate Neighbours 
Can you help combat loneliness and social isolation? 
All they need is an hour a week of your time to visit someone vulnerable in the 
community that would be so grateful for your visit. Compassionate Neighbours 
is a free service offered by the local hospice, Garden House Hospice Care. The 
project was formed as part of a community development program trying to 
reach and support more vulnerable people. To find out more, please contact 
the  
Compassionate Neighbours Team on 01462 679540 or email  
cn@ghhospicecare.org.uk 
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We have received the following information about Free 

Church Services at St Albans Abbey: 

 

You are invited to attend a 

Free Church Service in the  

Lady Chapel on the following Wednesdays at 11.00am:  

     

2nd October 2019 

The Reverend Graham Clarke,   

Minister of Marshalswick  

Baptist Free Church. 

  

6th November 2019    

The Reverend Gareth Garland 

Minister of High Street Rickmansworth Baptist Church. 

 

4th. December 2019 

The Reverend Meryl Court,  

Minister of the United Reformed Church,  

Thames North Synod. 

 

Free Church Ecumenical Chaplain: Reverend Simon Carver, 

Email:simoncarver@btinternet.com 
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Prayer Spaces Training 

Day   
    

Tuesday, 22nd October 2019 from 10.30am—12noon  

  

At Bridge Builders Office, St Paul’s Church, Turpins Rise,  

Stevenage, SG2 8QR 

Bridge Builders are planning to pilot a new project in 2020 — Prayer Spaces! Since 2007 

over 3000 prayer spaces have been run in primary schools, secondary schools and 

colleges around the country. This training is for anyone interested in running a prayer 

space in either primary or secondary schools.  

You'll learn what prayer spaces are and how they work, hear stories and examples from 

people and parishes who have already run prayer spaces. There will be time to explore a 

range of prayer space activities suitable for schools, along with training on the practical 

steps required to set up and run an engaging, safe and appropriate prayer space.  

If you are interested in getting involved with this project, please contact Inga Voss at 

Bridge Builders until 15th October 2019 to book your place for the training.  

inga.voss@bridgebuilderstrust.org.uk  

    01438 314 314  

For further information, please visit www.prayerspacesinschools.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.prayerspacesinschools.com/
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News of the Church family 

 

Betty Hayward has moved to be near her family.  We wish her all the best. 

 

Richard’s brother Pete has died after years of poor health.  Our condolences to 

the family, and especially to Richard who has spent so much time caring for him. 

 

Sheila Simm is shortly moving to a flat in Exmouth.  She tells me it has a lovely 

garden, which I know she will enjoy.  I have her address if anyone would like it. 

 

Congratulations to Jessica on her new job in product development for Tesco and 

for her getting a first in her degree. It will be lovely to have her back in 

Stevenage. 

Jordan has finished his travels for the time being.  I hope we can hear more of 

the work he did in Thailand. 

Marilyn 

                                                          

Appreciation: 

Those 10 years back when I walked into this church, The United Reformed Church, I was 

greeted by the lovely church members. Margaret remember the warmth that you 

shared. I knew then that here is going to be home for me. I am grateful to each one of 

you who have supported me and guided me every step of the way. So much that I chose 

to marry in this very church, my husband Jaspreet and I are so thankful to each one of 

you who were part of our marriage and each one of you who made things possible by 

your presence and blessing’s. We have yet to thank you all in a proper way but have 

been so busy. Thanks again to each one of you for your lovely smiles, prayers and 

blessings. 

**I want this church to make a difference to their lives as it did to ours. 

From Jaspreet and Sonia Singh 
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Thursday Club 

 

 

         This year Thursday Club would have being open for almost 45 years. 

I personally have being involved for 20 years and we have seen many members 

over this time, some come from different churches around the town, many have 

stayed friends some have come and joined our church. 

Things have changed considerable from when the group was first set up, most 

changes were member led and allowed people to feel like they were part of the 

Thursday Club family. 

During my time I have supported lots of families through some very challenging 

times within their lives, but as a group we have supported each other through the 

ups and downs of having children. Having our ladies helping alongside all of us 

with their kind and supportive words, always very welcome. 

It was a very difficult decision to make to step down from running Thursday Club, 

after much thought, I decided this was the right time for me and for the group. My 

mums who gave the most help were leaving because their youngest child was 

going to school in September one of these being Caroline who also gave Aileen 

and Eve a lift each week. Thinking how much that would impact I decided I 

couldn’t physically do everything, and the time had come to stand down. There 

were lots of tears when I announced it but everyone was very understanding. 
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The final session came around and it was all so lovely seeing mum’s come back 

to say goodbye.  We had lots of cakes made by the mum’s, cards, gifts and 

flowers oh and a glass of fizz to raise to everyone. 

I was very overwhelmed at the gift card of £100 that they gave me with strict 

instructions it was to be spent on me.  

I want to thank the church for allowing me this opportunity to run Thursday Club, 

my lovely ladies who turned up every week to serve tea and coffee and have a 

listening ear and for all the lovely friends that I have made along the way. 

 

BUT it isn’t the end, everyone wanted to keep in touch so we have started a 

group who will meet monthly somewhere for coffee or lunch together.  

 

 

Bev Wood 

 

Blankets for abroad: 

If anyone would like to knit 6’’ squares, double knit size a needle. I will sew them 

together for a blanket. 

This will be sent abroad for those who need. If you have any wool not wanted it would it 

will be used for the above. 

*another method: cast on one stitch, increase at beginning of each row until across, 

stitches to measure 6 inches then decrease one stitch at beginning of each row until 

end. 

Shirley 
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Stevenage United Reformed Church 

Womens Fellowship Programme 

September - December 2019 

 Sept 4th          Catch Up from our Summer Holidays  

 Sept 18th     “ Books I have read”                        

 Oct 2nd           Museum visit “Style Icons”           

 Oct 16th        “Department Store Day”   

 Oct 30th        “Fire safety”  

 Nov 6th           Relaxation with Joyce  

 Nov 20th         Quiz  

 Dec 4th          “Christmas Traditions”               

 Dec 18th         Christmas Devotions with Carols   

Everyone Welcome 

From 2pm  1st , 3rd , 5th  Wednesday of each month 

 

Newsletter was edited by:  Sonia Shad Singh 

Printed and collated by: The Bridgebuilders Trust 

Deadline for items for next issue:  To be confirmed 

Next Editor:     To be confirmed 

Minister:         Rev. N. Babarinde 

Telephone:     01462 619661      Email: revnburc@minister.com 

Church telephone: 07943 212259 

Email:  stevenage.urc@hotmail.com 

Website: www.stevenageurc.org.uk 

mailto:revnburc@minister.com

